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CONFIDENTIAL TRIPOLI 0637 
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TAGS: PFOR, PARM 

SUBJECT: SOVIET ARMS SALES TO LIBYA 
REF: JIDDA 3904 (NOT AL) 

1. IN TRIPOLI WE ARE INCLINED TO DRAW A DISTINCTION BETWEEN 
SOVIET INFLUENCE IN LIBYA AND SOVIET ARMS SALES. ALTHOUGH 
THE SOVIETS SEEM TO BE SELLING THE LIBYANS ALL THE ARMS THEY 
WANT TO BUY, IN QUALITY AND QUANTITY FAR EXCEEDING THE CAPACITY 
OF THE LIBYAN ARMY, EVIDENCE SO FAR IS THAT QADHAFI REMAINS 
AS ANTI-COMMUNIST AND AS SUSPICIOUS OF THE SOVIETS AS EVER. 
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SOVIET DESIGNS: "WE ARE CAUTIOUS AND PUT OUR FEET ON FIRM 
GROUND. WE THEREFORE HAVE NO FEAR THAT WE MIGHT SLIP." 
WHETHER QADHAFI'S SELF-CONFIDENCE IS MISPLACED REMAINS TO BE 
SEEN, BUT WE WOULD NOT UNDERESTIMATE THE LIBYAN WILL TO HOLD 
ONTO POLITICAL INDEPENDENCE. 

2. THUS FOR TIME BEING, IN OUR MIND, THE SIGNIFICANCE OF 
SOVIET ARMS SALES LIES NOT SO MUCH IN DANGER OF SOVIET 
PENETRATION OF LIBYA AS IT DOES IN FACT THAT THEY STRENGTHEN 
THE HAND OF THE MOST IRRESPONSIBLE REGIME IN THE AREA, 

AND ADD TO QADHAFI'S POTENTIAL FOR EXERTING INFLUENCE IN 
EGYPT. IN OUR VIEW, THIS SHOULD BE OF CONCERN TO THE SAUDIS. 

WE ARE NOT SURPRISED TO HEAR THAT QADHAFI IS SAYING THAT 
SOVIET ARMS HE IS ACQUIRING WILL BE MADE AVAILABLE TO 
"THE ARABS" IN THE EVENT OF ANOTHER MIDEAST WAR, BUT PRINCE 
FAHD'S STATEMENT THAT QADHAFI IS WINNING ARAB PRAISE FOR 
HAVING BOUGHT THE ARMS IS DISCOURAGING EVIDENCE THAT HIS 
STRATEGY IS WORKING TO SOME EXTENT. 
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